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Type and Relative Frequency of the Noun Predicate Sentences
“A wa B da”

Yuichi Sato

Noun predicate sentences with the structure “A wa B da” can be classified into different
types according to the relationship in meaning between the subject noun and the predicate
noun,

The predicate noun generally indicates characteristics and properties of the subject noun.
Sometimes it identifies the subject noun or describes the action of the subject noun.

When the Japanese corpus (BCCW]: The Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written
Japanese) was examined, the relative frequency of each type of noun predicate sentence
became clear.

Among the noun predicate sentences “A wa B da”, 51% of predicate nouns indicate
characteristics and properties of the subject noun, 26% of predicate nouns identify the subject
noun, 15% of predicate nouns indicate the state of the subject noun, and 3% of predicate nouns
describe the action of the subject noun.

This shows that the noun predicate sentence “A wa B da” turns to have links to the

adjective predicate sentence and the verb predicate sentence.
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