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The Reform of Kambun Teaching of the Japanese Language
in School Education

Miki Kato

This paper proposes a reform of Japanese language education, especially for the
field called Kambun. The term Kambun literally means Chinese writing, but it tradi-
tionally has a particular meaning in Japan. Classical Chinese literature was the most
important culture artifact for Japanese until the 19th century and was read with a
unique translation method called Kundoku. In Japan, Kambun usually means original
classical Chinese literature, writings which were written in ancient Chinese by Japa-
nese, and texts translated by the Kundoku method.

The problem is that we have not found the best way of teaching Kambun for
today’s students. Instead of Chinese culture, Western culture came to occupy the most
important position after the Meiji Restoration in Japan. We have to establish a new
way of Kambun education fitting the new era. This paper examines today’s Kambun
education and makes two proposals for reforms as below;

1. Not to use the original text written in ancient Chinese as teaching material.

2. To exploit Kambun education to teach Japanese language characters and their

history.

These proposals would surely improve not only Kambun teaching, but also Japa-
nese language education.
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