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9 Ab Rt AL (1987-1994 4R PIgMH) DIFERIETRICEH Licv, T I I
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K41 VT0y 7T 47 - NV ABESRRE
i & A ST ¢
HEBEIRAE T ARFECHR | CRRMBIESEO%E | AR
%)
(2R 10 T3 %) (B AETx) (%)
i 1987-1994 | 2018 | 1996 | 2015 | 1996 | 2017 | 1992 | 2018
T7UN
e 1500 477|124 55 - 17 15) 72| 56
—Vz—N 1200 533 114 51 4 (2)] 20 (18) 74| 11
YHY 1200 33| 113 38] 15 (8) | 39 (35) 73| 54
FAY=YT 1000 814 7 67| 6 (4)]19 (15) 65| 54
a— VKT 810 645 86 66| 11 (4) |19 (17) 74| 48
=7 740 319 73 4120 (10) | 33 (28) 60| 39
A—F 660 311 71 45| 8 (7)]16 (15) 57| 44
vynTT 570 443 68 40| 48 (42) | 67 (66) 50| 36
YRy 7 560 725 153 51 6 (5) 30 (30 68| 44
HR
AT A 1400 385 80 43| 7 (6) ] 42 (36) 76| 38
157 310 50 9% 26| 14 (10) | 58 (44) 57| 42
15> 120 25 39 13| 65 (45) | 78 (65) 50 16
TYT
TIHZAL Y 1700 306 | 154 53 2] 26 (23) 69| 43
T—5 1600 48| 104 27 - 62 (62) 59| 20
FR— 1500 258 82 28| 29 (26) | 53 (47) 54| 21
Ny T55ya 850 176 78 27|47 (39) | 64 (57) 44| 21
AV FATT 650 126 48 2255 (52) | 61 (59) 29| 23
1Y F 570 174 72 35| 41 37) | 56 (51) 38| 23
NERY v 340 178 74 6412 (9) | 41 (32) 62| 33
74)EY 280 114 % 22| 40 (25) | 56 (41) 39| 29
54 200 20 30 11| 74 (72) | 79 (76) - 15
yIRAY Y 130 32 56 37 - 35+ (32) - 33
i 130 11 9 3|79 (70) | 78 (70) 17 13
NFTAY 80 12 34 10 59 | 57 (55) - 26
HA 18 5 4 2159 (53) | 44 (40) - 15
&S
TIIN 220 44 42 14| 66 (57) | 80 (77) 29 17
A¥ya 110 38 31 13| 53 (45) | 71 (68) 32| 21
TAUN 12 14 7 6|71 (67) | 74 (67) - 26
oy7 5 25 19 7021 (13) | 69 (57) - 18
1507 12 4 7 3|78 (32) | 69 (54) - 15
*5 5 12 7 6 3|78 (76) | 72 (69) - 18
TANT Y F 10 8 6 3 - | 68 (63) - 20
Ay z—F Y 7 4 5 2|78 (71) | 67 _(63) - 19

i) UNFPA (2018), UNFPA (1997), UNDP (1995), 25 fER.
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REk4-2 VT s 747 - NVARSTA Y ORBAEDLITHE S 488 & BOE

TR0 - AHERER E

M E A | (15~ | 2%&Z 8% | FGM (15

FHVAV |19 © | LIT) o | ~195%) | IEHE RS | hEREmEE

ToE | LEK s E Syl

(%) 1000 A4 (%) (%) |5 (%)% (%) |5 (%)% (%)
2007- | 2000- | 2007- | 2007-
kg 2000-2017 2018 2006-2017 | 2004-2017 2017 2017 2017 2017

7797
=i 50 87 30 89 66 13 10
—Jz—N 40 210 76 1 69 59 20 14
Oy 74 140 40 1 90 92 23 21
FAT YT 43 145 44 12 72 60 - -
I—FIRT = 74 129 27 - 92 83 41 30
- 71 76 21 2 84 86 52 53
A—F v 78 87 34 82 55 58 - -
JUNT L 78 100 32 - 84 86 44 44
yxXY7 61 149 36 26 39 36 16 14
R
i 45 67 32 16 88 78 54 40
197 70 82 24 5 98 87 49 40
A% 99 38 17 - 99 99 72 73
TIT
TIHZAREY ¥ 51 87 35 - - - 62 36
T—=5 89 28 26 - 82 84 59 68
VAT 2 58 88 40 - 96 93 53 57
NI Ty a 50 78 59 - 90 100 60 67
LY RATT 93 48 14 - 94 89 76 78
R 86 28 27 - 97 98 61 62
INFREF v 52 44 21 - 84 71 50 41
T4 YEY 73 47 15 - 96 97 60 72
5 A 99 43 23 - 92 87 77 77
FIFXAEY Y 87 54 12 - 99 98 87 78
HE 100 1 - - 97 98 98 98
AYFTRAE v 99 31 7 - 98 100 100 100
HA 100 4 - - 99 99 99 100
Wik - Hpgk
77T 96 62 26 - ezt 95 80 83
A¥FTa 98 63 26 - 98 100 76 79
TAYA 99 20 - - 93 94 90 92
=iy 99 24 - - 97 98 - -
4597 100 5 - - 99 99 97 96
A - 3 - - 97 98 93 ezt
TANT VK 100 9 - - 99 100 98 100
ATz —TV - 4 - - 100 100 100 99

) UNFPA (2018), & 0 ffH
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Special Circumstances of the Declining Birthrate Issues in Japan:
Delaying Marriage and Late Childbearing,
and Reproductive Health and Rights (2)

Yuko Kawauchi

At the United Nations International Conference on Population and Development held
in Cairo in 1994 and the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in 1995, re-
productive health and rights were a focus of the proceedings. Since then, these concepts
have become recognized ideas worldwide. The notion that women, as the participant in
these actions, should have the right to independently make decisions based on their own
will for issues related to sex and reproduction such as when to give birth, how many chil-
dren to have, and the interval between births has become widely accepted, Awareness of
the importance for guaranteeing women's health as a right for their entire lives spread as
well.

In fact, after these events, there were major improvements in both maternal and in-
fant mortality rates worldwide. The decreased birth rate that resulted from the spread of
contraception and increase in its use was a major contributor. However, in Japan, where
an extreme decline in the birth rate is causing a severe shortage of children for the next
generation, the rate of implementation for birth control, especially modern methods, is
low. According to a certain trustworthy international survey, Japanese people tend to
think that the male partner should take responsibility for contraception.

There is a lack of autonomy for women related to contraception in Japan. Also, in
the case of an unexpected pregnancy, couples either welcome it as a shotgun wedding or
depend on induced abortion to resolve the issue, as confirmed in previous paper (1).In-
stead of implementing proactive preventive measures, choosing to handle these situations
after they occur is the norm.

Previous paper (1) discusses the sudden increase in demand for assisted reproduc-
tive technology (ART) caused by the late marriage and late childbearing trends in Japan
and pointed out a temporary distortion of proper provision of information related to sex
and reproduction which was a background factor. This paper (2) describes the unique
process by which low contraception autonomy among women in Japan accompanied by
shotgun weddings or induced abortion to handle unexpected pregnancies became the
norm, a pattern not seen in other developed countries.

There are common background factors contributing to these unique circumstances
in Japan. These factors are deficiency of correct knowledge and information (education)
related to sex and reproduction and the weak autonomy of women attempting to apply
this education to their daily lives. These factors contribute to both infertility problems re-
lated to late childbirth and the choice between two extremes, a shotgun wedding or in-
duced abortion, when dealing with unexpected pregnancies due to the lack of proactive



contraception practice. This problematic attitude causes severe deficiencies in autonomy
and personal decision-making, preventing women from living proactive lives which em-

phasize reproductive health and rights, and it needs to be taken seriously.





