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An Attempt to Use the Japanese-style Books of Kyoritsu
Women’s University Library Collection for Educational
Purposes

Hiromi Okada Sayaka Iida Sou Kondo
Hanae Sakimoto Makiko Tsuchida Shin Hori

In recent years, there has been a lively debate among various academic societies on the state
of classical literature education. As is well known, the social tendency to regard classical
literature as unnecessary is growing stronger year by year. This situation should not be
overlooked by those involved in classical literature education, nor by classical literature
researchers. As a way to increase interest in classical literature and culture, we believe it is
important to introduce Japanese-style books, mainly from theEdo period and earlier, and to let
them known widely through education.

Despite the large collection of antique Japanese-style books our university owns, no research
on them had been made public, except for a catalog compiled in 1996. Thanks to the grant for
cooperative researches by the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Science and Culture, we
have compiled the second catalog. Of the books not included in the initial catalog, 40 items were
selected as particularly rare, in good condition, or widely known, and are described not only in
terms of their bibliography, but also in terms of their contents. This catalog was designed to be
used not only for research but also for education. It was distributed to students enrolled in
Japanese Literature Reading A in 2023, where the students were provided with opportunities to

actually contact with classical Japanese-style books and to increase their interest in them.
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