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The Usage of Quotation Form -fte as a Topic Marker

Yuichi Sato

The Japanese colloquial quotation form -fte 1s used in various ways. These usages are derived
from its basic function as a quotation marker. However, it is now also used to indiate words or sen-
tences that are not themselves quotations. The quotation form -tfe also now has the function of
marking a topic.

The topic marker -fte indicates that the topic is one which the speaker does not know well. This
type of sentence is frequently used, because to indicate that the topic is something which the
speaker does not know well leads to a certain humility.

In addition, the usage of topic marker -tte has spread. It used to be that -tte was used only with
the topic of an attributive expression. However, recently it is not only used to describe attributes
but it also indicates a person’s tastes or experiences.

The quotation form -#te has spread from marking a quotation to indicating a topic marker, and

the usage of the topic marker itself also shows signs of spreading.



