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Soseki's Sanshiro : Inochi-no Ne-ga Yuragu Toki (When the Roots of Life Shake)

Toshiki Hashikawa

This paper is about Sanshiro (1908) written by Soseki Natsume. The lead character, Sanshiro
Ogawa, a freshman at Tokyo Imperial University comes up to Tokyo from the country, a future
“intellectual.” This half-baked intellectual young man has various experiences in the company of el-
der “intellects” and young women in the university and the big city of Tokyo.

Sanshiro has a fault in his character which comes from his youth and his good circumstances
as a student. He has no sympathy or interest in distressed people and the poor. Sanshiro’s eyes
look only toward his future and can't see “tragedies” in the real world reported in the city news
pages of the newspapers.

This paper examines his fault through the contrast with Hirota and Nonomiya, who are his el-
der “intellects,” and digs up a part of the truth which Soseki tried to express in comparison with

the characters in other Soseki’s novels, like “Sorekara” (1909).



