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Satomi Mineko : A Stray Sheep who Graduated Girls’ School

Toshiki Hashikawa

This paper is about Satomi Mineko, the heroine of Natsume Soseki’s novel “Sanshiro.” Mineko
calls herself ‘a lost child’ or ‘a stray sheep.” Around 1908, the year the novel was written, the girls who
received higher education like girls’ school were rare. And few of ‘graduates of girls’ school’ adopted-
professions, many of them simply spent moratorium period before marriage.In this paper, I considered
what did these high-educated women like Mineko think in choosing their husbands, while they drew
attention from people about when they would marry? Ogawa Sanshiro, the leading character of this
novel who is a student of Tokyo Imperial University, and Nonomiya Souhachi, a lecturer of physics,
were candidates for Mineko’s husband. But, in the end, Mineko chose neither of them and married
another man. Why did she choose that man instead of them? I considered about her real reason, too.

Schoolgirls and high-educated women of these days were often criticized for being ‘proud’or
‘impudent’ from journalism and the world. What way of life did the unmarried women who awoke to
‘individual’ seek those days? [ took Hiratsuka Raicho and other women as an example and compared

their way of life with Mineko’s.
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