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The Relative Frequency of Noun Predicate Sentences
with the structure “A ga B da”:

From the Viewpoint of Meaning and Structure

Yuichi Sato

Noun predicate sentences with the structure “A ga B da” have certain distinctive
features when compared with sentences with the structure “A wa B da’.

Data from the Japanese corpus (BCCW]: The Balanced Corpus of Contemporary
Written Japanese), make it clear that when a noun predicate indicates quantity or
degree, the noun predicate sentence-form “A ga B da” is more frequently used than the
form “A wa B da”. When the relation between a subject and its predicate indicates
framework and content, “A ga B da” sentences are again more frequently used.

From the viewpoint of structure, “A ga B da” is more frequently used in subordi-
nate clauses. “A ga B da” can be analyzed as the structure that is formed after the
omission of the topic in a double-subject construction.
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