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Learning affects the life courses of nursing students
in a maternal nursing practicum
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Abstract

Maternal nursing practicums are believed to affect the life courses of nursing students in their
adolescence. However, the perceptions of nursing students regarding the actual impact on their life
courses have not been considered.

Therefore, we investigated their acquired knowledge, based on an open-ended questionnaire sur-
vey of 80 nursing students who responded that their own life course was influenced by the maternal
nursing practicum. Six categories were extracted: desire for a life course rewarded by the presence of
a family, increased awareness of life events (childbirth and childcare), awareness of maternal and fe-
male roles, effects on career choices, gratitude for their own parents, and learning about the irreplace-
ability of life. Nursing students gain knowledge from a very long life course trajectory from the past
to the future through the maternal nursing practicum.
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