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Symbols of Maternity and Paternity in the Work of
Three Japan-based Korean Writers:

Yang Sok-il, Lee Yangii and Sagisawa Megumu

Yukiko Tsujiyama

This paper discusses work by three Korean writers in Japan: Yang Sok-il, Lee
Yangii and Sagisawa Megumu. Various symbols of maternity and paternity that are
used in their work are discussed. These include “the mother tongue”, “the Korean
language” and “the Korean community in Japan.” The writers are from different gen-
erations and their relationships with their own communities are also very different.
Maternity and paternity are represented in very different ways in their works because

of the generational differences among them.
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