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Intellectual Resistance
in Anti-Fascist Political Prison Camps:
The Case of Ernesto Rossi, for the Understanding of the Writing Process

of the Ventotene Manifesto

Hirohito Yasoda

The Ventotene Manifsto, a famous historical document of European federalist
idea, was mainly written by Altiero Spinelli, through the collaboration of Ernesto
Rossi, activist of the anti-Fasist movement, “Justice and Liberty” (Giustizia e Liberta).

Rossi’s contribution to the Ventotene Manifesto is already well known, such as his
introduction of the criticism on the sovereign state system of Rionel Robbins to
Spinelli, however, his energetic gathering of knowledge in the prison camp reached far
more profound depths. Italian scholars of intellectual histoy have recently revealed
that his “ethical liberalism” was much influenced by the works of Philip H. Wicksteed.

Against the hardships that he faced in prison camps, now elucidated by local
historians, Rossi made his political pathway to radical liberalism, as an alternative to
Fascism and national capitalism, by use of many books in the prison and conversa-
tions with many political intellectuals there.
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