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Qualitative study on practical experience affecting self-evaluation
of nursing students in maternal nursing practicum
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to qualitatively examine the aspect of practical experience affect-
ing self-evaluation of nursing students in maternal nursing practicum. After completion of the practi-
cum, nursing students from the School of Nursing, third grade, completed a self-evaluation. In Febru-
ary 2016, five female students consented to participate in this study; in addition, semi-structured
interviews were conducted about the impact of the self-evaluation after a nursing practicum and ex-
periences with the nursing practicum. Word-for-word data was encoded, and then categorized. With
practical experience affecting self-evaluation, three main categories were extracted: “How to respect-
fully communicate with the subject”, “Difficulty associated with the psychological care of puerperal
women”, and “Level of understanding due to the possible deployment of nursing process deepening”.
With respect to satisfaction with the practicum, five contents were extracted: “Sense of reassurance
that students could practice technical exercises before practicum”, “Self-confidence stemming from in-
creased involvement with pregnant and puerperal women,” “Encouragement that teachers are in the
practicum field and teachers do not deny a student”, “Sense of fulfillment of the practice by the staff,”
and “Feelings associated with birth and newborn vitality of life.” Consequently, it was concluded that
practical experience in the maternal nursing practicum of nursing students who participated in
self-evaluation enhanced their approach, including increased readiness for practicum, better implemen-
tation of knowledge-based care, and human effect, such as teachers and practicum leaders.
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