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“Shumi-no-Iden”:

Soseki Natsume’s Description of the Siege Warfare of Lushun

Toshiki Hashikawa

This essay is about “Shumi no Iden” (The Heredity of Taste), a short story written
by Soseki Natsume. This Story was published in Teikoku Bungaku in January 1906.
It is a story about a first lieutenant of the infantry who was Kkilled in the war.

The story starts with the phrase “This mad weather would make the gods insane.”
The lead character, who relates the tale, presents wars as activities waged by insane
gods and designed to give satisfaction to starving dogs, and imagines a scene in which
starving dogs bite Japanese and Russian soldiers’ flesh and crunch their bones in the
battlefield. At one point in the story, he finds himself arriving at his destination,
Shinbashi Station, where a crowd of people are waiting for the arrival of a triumphant
general from the Manchurian battlefield and his army. The tanned face of the general
who has just returned from battle, and the sight of an aged mother throwing herself at
her son — a returned sergeant —brings the leading character back to a memory of his
friend, who had been on campaign as a first lieutenant of the infantry and had died on
November 26 in 1904, during the all-out siege of Lushun Fortress. The leading charac-
ter goes into the images of the scene of his final battle and death in detail.

As noted above, the friend’s last battle scene is described by Soseki (in the person
of the narrator) in great detail. The first lieutenant, who was called “Koh-san” be-
longed to The Third Army First Division of the Japanese Army and was present at the
charge up ‘Songshu Shan’ (Pine Tree Hill) — one of the forts behind Port Lushun.
However, after jumping into a trench just in front of the enemy fort, he did not emerge.
He lay dead in the bottom of the trench, shot with a machine gun.

This essay first describes the image of ‘war’ which is described in the opening
sentences of the story, then it turns to the reason Soseki chose to describe the kind of
welcome scene that greeted the victorious armies, in November and December 1905.

In addition, it is noted that the ‘Songshu Shan’ assault operated by the First Divi-
sion in the third all-out siege of Lushun, which is described in this story, was seldom
mentioned in histories or stories of the Russo-Japanese War. The reason for the lack
of attention was the spectacular, honorable deaths of the members of the ‘Shiro-dasuki
Tai’ (the troop that wears white sashes) and the occupation of the 203-Metre Heights
after long and desperate fights.

Finally, the reason why Soseki intentionally described the losing battle of the
Songshu Shan Assault.
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