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Political dispute in the constitutional
referendum campaign in Italy:

Institutional reforms and populist momentum

Hirohito YASODA

The meaning of the referendum to amend the Italian constitution has been ob-
scured by a gambling attempt of the prime minisiter Matteo Renzi to bet his office on
the result. The amendment prospects that it corrects the leadership crisis continued
after the 2013 election, however, the abolishment of the equality of both houses of the
parliament is easy to invite criticism that Renzi prepares for the dominant position of
his Democratic Party. Each amendment can be criticized by legal inquiries, but most of
criticism comes from political intentions to compel Renzi to resign. Populist momen-
tum may risk the Renzi’s political life and wash away the reforming process in Italy.
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