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A Reversed Outlook on the World:

A Report of a Series of Interviews with Grassroots Leaders
of a Social Movement in Kotobuki, a Japanese Skid Row

Yukiko Tsujiyama

This study is based on a series of interviews with two women who have supported
the local residents of Kotobuki, a Japanese skid row in Yokohama, for thirty or forty
years. I describe how they view both Kotobuki and Japanese society and try to pro-
vide some insight into the Kotobuki supporter’s outlook on the world. Using an
idiographic perspective, I draw attention to the unspoken context of the interviews
and I try to analyze the narratives without reference to established theoretical models
but by drawing attention to how these women believe situations are generated in
Kotobuki.

Their narratives completely reverse widely accepted views of Kotobuki and Japa-
nese society. In the first place, they describe the Kotobuki area as a place that absorbs
and reduces the social exclusion in Japanese society, although people widely believe
that in Kotobuki there are accumulated social problems. In the second place, the
women believe that the residents in Kotobuki are attractive and tender hearted. They
appreciate the people in Kotobuki. In addition, to discourage discrimination against
Kotobuki, both of them hope that visitors will go on tours of Kotobuki and get to
know it. In addition, these two women work and live in Kotobuki, a supposedly male-
dominated society, but they find it comfortable and liberated. Thus, this paper de-
scribes the reversed view of the world adopted by these women in their narratives.



