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History of the Zhao Family of Guanzhuang Village
in Changzhou Prefecture (8)

Kaori Asanuma
8. The Private Life of Zhao Liewen as a Gentleman

After retiring from his official post and returning to Jiangsu Province, Zhao Liewen
began his life afresh in a house he had previously purchased in Changshu District in Su-
zhou Prefecture. He enjoyed his easy retirement life to the full: he took trips to Hangzhou
with his family; he satisfied his curiosity to view all that was new and contemporary in
Shanghai; and he maintained mistresses who were gifted with both intelligence and beau-
ty. However, Zhao Liewen'’s life was not free of care. He mourned the successive deaths of
his brother and sisters, and he was grief-stricken especially at the demise of his eldest
daughter who committed suicide in her twenties following her husband’s death. Zhao
Liewen was determined not to become entangled in matters related to officialdom. Thus,
he did not accept any of the positions offered to him by his acquaintances like Huang
Pengnian, who was delegated to Suzhou as the Provincial Administration Commissioner.
Zhao Liewen did not intervene in lawsuits that would have brought him considerable
amounts of rewards. With the absence of any other sources of income, his large family
was financially dependent on the rent accrued from his moderate real estate. Moreover,
Zhao Liewen spent large sums on landscaping of the garden at his residence. Although
his garden still exists, to the delight of visitors, this expensive pursuit further deteriorated
the economic conditions of his family.





