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A study of the works of Nobuko Hara,
focusing on her works that combine Western and Eastern
(specifically Japanese) influences

Keiko Miyatake Naomi Maruta Hinano Sato  Yuko Kato

This study aims to explore the activities and achievements of the clothing designer Nobuko
Hara by analyzing her works from the two perspectives of design and modeling. Using donated
materials, we investigated her design drawings and actual items that are inspired by both
Western and Eastern (specifically Japanese) traditions.

A design analysis shows that in the latter stage of her career (the 1980s), she created more
works with shapes (items, silhouettes, and details) that evoke images of Japan and are made of
kimono fabrics than she did earlier on, such as in the 1960s. This seems to go against the
increasing adoption of Western clothes and the development of the apparel industry in Japan; at
the same time, though, we can sense her strong will as a fashion researcher. She had outstanding
skills in using kimono fabrics to make Western clothes. Her works that evoke kimonos are found
to be made using masterly Western draping techniques.

The design and modeling of her works, in which Western and Japanese styles are fused, could
be achieved only by an individual like Nobuko Hara, who had a deep knowledge of the designs,
fabrics, and modeling of both Western and Japanese clothes. An analysis of her works confirms
her achievements as a fashion researcher who brought Western techniques to Japan while at

the same time preserving Japanese traditions.





